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TRENDINGé

Janô18-Junô18 (sample=30,440 diaries)

Aprô18-Sepô18 (sample=30,418 diaries)
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BRC RAMÊ - VITAL 
SIGNS



Small areas

Starting points

Households

Main respondents

BRC RAMÊ AT A GLANCE...

Metro

Metro - skewed sample

60%
Urban

20%

Rural

20%

Metro

41%
Urban

28%
Rural

31%

Province

Area type

Gender

Age

Race

Random selection Methodology

Placement 
interview

7-day diary

Re - weighted to population Weighting variables Annual universe update

IHS population estimates
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2016 2017 2018
Total SA population Age 15+ (000s)

Release:

June ó15 June ó16IHS dataset:

UNIVERSE UPDATEé

38,254 39,473 40,073

June ó17
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11 751 12 145 12 318

10 929 11 212 11 361

15 574 16 116 16 393

Jun '15 Jun '16 Jun'17

Rural Urban Metro

38,254 39,473 40,073

AREA TYPEé

6



AGEé

9 504 9 541 9 418

9 369 10 916 10 984

9 437
9 896 10 329

9 944 9 120 9 343

Jun '15 Jun '16 Jun'17

Age 15-24 Age 25-34 Age 35-49 Age 50+
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29 895 31 085 31 631

3 463 3 606 3 655
1 059 1 082 1 095
3 837 3 700 3 691

Jun '15 Jun '16 Jun'17

Black Coloured Indian White

RACEé
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BRC RAMÊ ïVITAL SIGNSé

15,064

Random selection, 
household flooding

30,418

Households

Individuals

Aprô18-Sepô18 sample

Population (Age 15+):

40,1 million
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Consistent area split 
(sample frame)

BRC RAMÊ ïVITAL SIGNSé

60%

Urban

Rural

20%

20%

Metro

Stations included

6 months sample: 

An additional 5 stations can 
be reported in Q2Q3 as they 
have a sample greater than 
40, with 6 moving off the 
reporting list.

2016 2017 2018

39 39 39

274 264 266

Commercial and 
PBS stations

Community stations
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WEIGHTING



1 Girl likes Pink

WEIGHT DATA

Results 
20 girls like pink

Soéé
All girls like Pink

A skewed sample can distort the 

outcome

7 boys likes Blue
3 boys like green

WEIGHT DATA

Results
12 boys like blue
8 boys like green

Soé..
60% of boys like 
blue
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BRC RAM sample CLOSELY REFLECTS 
the South African population

Black 56%

Coloured 17%

Indian / Asian 7%

White 21%

Sources: SAARF RAM Jul -Decô15 (unweighted) (n=31,700); BRC RAM Jan-Jun ô16 (unweighted) 
(n=36,447); IHS Population estimates June 2015 

Black 78%

Coloured 9%

Indian / Asian 3%

White 10%

SAARF RAMS SA Population 
(IHS)

BRC RAM

Black 76%

Coloured 12%

Indian / Asian 4%

White 8%

(Unweighted) (Unweighted)

13



WEIGHTING 101é

We weight to make our sample LOOK LIKE THE UNIVERSE the survey is 

meant to represent

REASONS WHY the sample drawn is not completely representative of the 

universe:

1. Drawn sample does NOT FULLY MATCH the population (e.g. 
disproportionate area sample in RAM ïMETRO = 60% / URBAN = 20% / 
RURAL = 20%)

2. To compensate for NON - RESPONSE OR OVER - REPRESENTATION of 
sub -groups (e.g. race or gender) 

To weight means that we MULTIPLY EACH RESPONDENT by a factor to 
either increase or decrease their contribution to the total. In other words, to 
get them back into the CORRECT PROPORTIONS AS PER POPULATION 



THE SAMPLEé

Source: BRC RAM Aprô18-Sepô18 (n=30,418)

60%

Urban Rural

20% 20%

Metro

41% 28% 31%

Sample 
Frame:

Population:
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BRC RAM Weighting Process

¬
Start with all weighting variable cells

­ Check sample size for all possible weighting variable cells

® Combine cells with low samples/zero cells

¯ Calculate population size for each RIM weight

° Checks on applied weights ïweighting input, convergence 
individual weights, weighting efficiency
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BRC RAM WEIGHTING VARIABLESé

Population Group

B = Black

C = Coloured

I = Indian

W = White

Gender

F = Female

M = Male

3

Province

GP = Gauteng

KZN ïKwaZulu Natal

WC = Western Cape

EC = Eastern Cape

LP = Limpopo

MP = Mpumalanga

NW = North West

FS = Free State

NC = Northern Cape

Area 

R = Rural

U = Urban

M = Metro

Age

15 -24

25 -34

35 -49

50 -64

65+
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RIM WEIGHTSé

Demographics: Age, Race, Gender

P
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For example, for Gauteng Metro, we input (RIM) for the 
following:

Gender Age Race

GP M F GP M 15 - 24 GP M B

GP M M GP M 25 - 34 GP M C

GP M 35 - 49 GP M I

GP M 50 - 64 GP M W

GP M 65+

é and repeated for 
remaining 23 areas

BRC RAM RIM variables:
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WEIGHTING CALC EXAMPLE (to population)é

IHS
Population

Actual 
sample

Weight

Black 31,085,000 250 124,340 

White 3,700,000 150 24,667 

Coloured 3,606,000 100 36,060 

Asian 1,082,000 100 10,820 

Weight = 
Want
Got

How do we know whether these weights are too high?

Need to check against SAMPLE BALANCE WEIGHT



WEIGHTING CALC EXAMPLE (to population)é

IHS
Population

Our sample Weight
Sample 
balance 
weight

Black 31,085,000 250 124,340 1.8900

White 3,700,000 150 24,667 0.3749

Coloured 3,606,000 100 36,060 0.5481

Asian 1,082,000 100 10,820 0.1645

Total 39,473,000 600 65,788 1.0000

The SAMPLE BALANCE WEIGHT basically provides an ñeffective weightò, 

i.e. shows to what extent we had to re -proportion the sample to match the 
universe

Weight = 
Want
Got

= 1.8900
124,340
65,788



How do sample size changes impact the 
weighted output?

If a RIM is locked, the weighted output will be consistent

For example Gauteng Metro Race (each race group has its own RIM): 

Sample base size 
(n=)

Jan -Junô16 Apr -Sepô16 Jul -Decô16

B 9,333 9,463 8,867

W 1,208 1,313 1,001

I 320 298 148

C 360 340 312

Weighted output 
(ó000s)

Jan -Junô16 Apr -Sepô16 Jul -Decô16

B 6,560 6,560 6,560

W 1,280 1,280 1,280

I 292 292 292

C 301 301 301
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How do sample size changes impact the 
weighted output?
If a RIM is NOT locked, the weighted output will differ depending on the base size

This occurs most often when cells are collapsed

For example Gauteng Urban Race (Black had its own RIM, WCI had its own RIM): 

Sample base size 
(n=)

Jan -Junô16 Apr -Sepô16

B 825 884

W 81 54

I 11 11

C 13 17

Weighted output 
(ó000s)

Jan -Junô16 Apr -Sepô16

B 1,207 1,207

W 210 181

I 26 26

C 28 58
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WEIGHTINGé

Average weighting efficiency

JANô17-
JUNô17

APRô17-
SEPô17

JULô17-
DECô17

Octô17-
Marô18

Janô18-
Junô18

Aprô18-
Sepô18

89% 88% 88% 87% 87% 86%
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Weighting is not a ócorrectiveô factor, 
it is a ósample balancingô factor

BRC RAM has high efficiencies , meaning 
results are more reflective of the SA 
population



KEY SOUNDBITES



00

69

31

67

33

71

29

90

10
Total

Mon - Fri

Sat

Sun

90% weekly reach =

35.6 million listeners listening 
anytime in the week

71% daily reach (Mon - Fri) =

28.0 million listeners on an average 
weekday

Jan'18 - Jun'18

00

68

32

66

34

70

30

89

11
Total

Mon - Fri

Sat

Sun

89% weekly reach =

35.7 million listeners listening 
anytime in the week

70% daily reach (Mon - Fri) =

27.9 million listeners on an average 
weekday

Apr'18 - Sep'18

Source: BRC RAMÊ Jan'18-Jun'18 (National: n=30,440) and Apr'18 -Sep'18 (National: n=30,418)

RADIO REACH is é
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é EVERYWHERE!

88% = 

9.0m

85% = 

4.2m

95% = 

7.2m

93% = 

3.6m

93% = 

2.8m

89% = 

4.3m

81% = 

712k

83% = 

2.2m

79% = 

1.6m

Source: BRC RAMÊ Apr'18-Sep'18 (n=30,418) 

GP MP

LP

NW

NC

WC

EC

FS

KZN
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LONG LISTENINGé

GP WC NW EC MP NC KZN LP FS

2h48 3h24 3h30 3h54 3h54 3h54 4h00 4h00 4h36

3h00 3h36 4h24

W

2h24 2h48 3h24 3h42

English Afrikaans Tsonga Sesotho Setswana Sepedi Swati Xhosa Zulu Venda Ndebele

2h30 3h24 3h24 3h36 3h36 3h42 3h48 3h48 3h48 4h00 4h12

Total:

3h36

I W C B

GP MP LPNW NCWC EC
FSKZN

Source: BRC RAMÊ Apr'18-Sep'18 (n=30,418) 
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HEAVY LISTENINGé

Heavy Medium Light
(0.25 - 10 hours pw)(10.25 - 20 hours pw)(>20 hours pw)

45%
27% 28%

Source: BRC RAMÊ Apr'18-Sep'18 (n=27,215), filtered on radio listeners

29


